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According to a study of only 12 

States by the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce, CAFTA would create over 25,000 
new jobs in these States in the first 
year alone. According to the American 
Farm Bureau, CAFTA will provide a 
substantial competitive advantage to 
U.S. farmers and ranchers, boosting ag-
ricultural exports by $1.5 billion annu-
ally. 

Mr. Speaker, this historic agreement 
will also help consumers by delivering 
a greater choice of goods at lower 
prices. Through more trade, American 
families will be able to buy more, using 
less of their paychecks. We have over 
200 years of history to prove it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to reject protectionism and instead 
support jobs, support U.S. farmers, sup-
port consumers, and support freedom 
by supporting CAFTA. 

f 

WHY ARE REPUBLICANS NOT IN-
VESTIGATING PLAME OUTING BY 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICIALS? 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, today, a 
grand jury continues to investigate 
into the leaking of an undercover 
agent’s identity. Thank goodness a 
grand jury is taking this case seri-
ously, since it does not appear that ei-
ther the White House or House Repub-
licans are interested in finding out who 
is responsible for leaking Valerie 
Plame’s identity. 

Back in the 1990s, House Republicans 
loved ‘‘Roving’’ around in the White 
House’s business. House Republicans 
took 140 hours of testimony to inves-
tigate whether the Clinton White 
House misused its holiday card data-
base. They also once asked President 
Clinton to explain how the White 
House responded to letters sent to the 
President’s cat, Socks. 

But now that we have an issue that is 
clearly begging for congressional over-
sight, House Republicans have been si-
lent. They have not sent a single letter 
to the White House demanding an-
swers. They have not held congres-
sional hearings to investigate the im-
pact such a leak could have on our 
ability to gather intelligence. 

The leaking of a CIA agent’s identity 
is a serious breach of our national se-
curity, and something must be done 
about it. 

f 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC-CENTRAL 
AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREE-
MENT 

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of DR–CAFTA. 
It is not often I agree with the edi-
torial page of The Washington Post, 
but I want to commend the editorial 

staff for its outstanding piece today en-
titled ‘‘The Stakes in CAFTA.’’ 

The stakes in CAFTA are indeed high 
and go far beyond issues of tariffs and 
trade barriers. As the Post put it, 
‘‘While the U.S. has been focusing on 
terrorism, a new challenge has been 
brewing in its own hemisphere. House 
Members should consider this chal-
lenge before voting to slam the door on 
Central America’s pro-American lead-
ers.’’ 

The Post concludes that CAFTA will 
help the poor of Latin America, cre-
ating 300,000 new jobs and a new mech-
anism for enforcing labor rights. I 
quote, ‘‘The defeat of CAFTA would 
help not antipoverty movements but 
anti-American demagogues, starting 
with Mr. Chavez of Venezuela. For 
them, the retreat of the U.S. from part-
nership with Central America would be 
a major victory.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would urge support of 
DR–CAFTA. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, my colleagues have been saying all 
along that the recently introduced So-
cial Security GROW Act does not ad-
dress the future solvency of Social Se-
curity, that it will cut guaranteed So-
cial Security benefits, and that it con-
tinues the raid on the Social Security 
Trust Fund, despite what its sponsors 
say. 

Well, you do not have to take our 
word for it. Even my friends on the 
other side of the aisle have begun to 
publicly question their party’s plan. 
The gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
KOLBE) said in USA Today that ‘‘you 
must eat your spinach before having 
dessert, and this plan only offers des-
sert: the personal retirement ac-
counts.’’ Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY of 
Iowa said in the L.A. Times that he 
was ‘‘disappointed that the new House 
Republican bill did not address Social 
Security’s impending insolvency.’’ And 
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. 
SIMMONS) said to Bloomberg News, ‘‘I 
do not support legislation that takes 
tax dollars and diverts them to private 
accounts.’’ 

This legislation is not the way to 
preserve Social Security. As we prepare 
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of So-
cial Security, we should be straight-
ening it rather than jeopardizing our 
citizens’ hard-earned retirement sav-
ings. 

f 

H.R. 2049, FEDERAL CONTRACTORS 
SECURITY ACT 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the 
Washington Post carries an editorial 

this morning on illegal immigration, 
and it talks about the Senate begin-
ning to take up that issue today. I look 
forward to our discussion and contin-
ued work on that issue here in the 
House. It is an issue that is of tremen-
dous importance to my home State of 
Tennessee. 

I would like to call the body’s atten-
tion to a bill that I filed that deals 
with immigration reform, H.R. 2049, 
the Federal Contractors Security Act. 
What this does is to require those com-
panies contracting with the Federal 
Government to use the basic worker 
verification program to ensure us, the 
taxpayers, that the individuals work-
ing for them are in the country legally 
and that they are who they claim to 
be. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a national secu-
rity issue, it is a homeland security 
issue, it is an issue of tremendous im-
portance. I encourage the body to look 
at H.R. 2049, and I encourage our lead-
ership to take aggressive action to 
fight illegal immigration. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GINGREY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later in the day. 

f 

UNITED STATES TRADE RIGHTS 
ENFORCEMENT ACT 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3283) to enhance resources to en-
force United States trade rights, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 3283 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United 
States Trade Rights Enforcement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) United States producers that believe 

they are injured by subsidized imports from 
nonmarket economy countries have not been 
able to obtain relief through countervailing 
duty actions because the Department of 
Commerce has declined to make counter-
vailing duty determinations for nonmarket 
economy countries in part because it lacks 
explicit legal authority to do so; 

(2) explicitly making the countervailing 
duty law under subtitle A of title VII of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1671 et seq.) ap-
plicable to actions by nonmarket economy 
countries would give United States pro-
ducers access to import relief measures that 
directly target government subsidies; 

(3) the Bureau of Customs and Border Pro-
tection of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity has encountered particular problems 
in collecting countervailing and anti-
dumping duties from new shippers who de-
fault on their bonding obligations; 
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